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The American Institute of Criminal Law and Crim- 
inology. — The American Institute of Criminal Law and Crim- 
inology is an outgrowth of the National Conference on Crimi- 
nal Law and Criminology held in Chicago in June, 1909. The idea 
of a conference representing the various classes interested in. the 
problems connected with the administration of punitive justice, 
including the treatment of criminals, was a happy conception of 
the law faculty of Northwestern University, and the holding 
of such a conference was adopted as an appropriate way of 
celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the law 
school of that institution. It was indeed a unique and fitting 
method of commemorating an anniversary of this kind, coming 
as it did at a time when there is an awakening of interest in legal 
reform and a crying need for co-operative effort among lawyers 
and scientists. The conference was composed of about one hun- 
dred and fifty delegates representing the various professions and 
occupations concerned directly or indirectly with the administra- 
tion of the criminal law and the punishment of criminals, and in- 
cluded members of the bench and bar, professors of law in the 
universities, alienists, criminologists, penologists, superintendents 
of penal and reformatory institutions, psychologists, police 
officials, probation officers, and the like. Delegates attended from 
every section of the country and the conference was a very repre- 
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tentative gathering of those either actually concerned with the 
administration of the criminal law or interested in its problems as 
students and scientists. In character and purpose the conference 
was entirely without precedent in the history of the United States. 
It represented the first instance of co-operative effort among 
those interested in a better system of criminal justice, and marks, 
we venture to assert, the beginning of a new era in the history 
of American criminal jurisprudence. The conference afforded, 
an excellent opportunity for the exchange of ideas among lay 
scientists and lawyers, and a sincere effort was made to reach 
a common understanding on certain points concerning which 
there has been a variance of opinion. Although the idea of such 
a gathering was new to America it is an old one in Europe, 
where congresses of criminologists have frequently been held for 
the promotion of criminological science and the consideration of 
practical problems connected with the administration of criminal 
justice. In Europe the value of co-operation among lawyers 
and scientists in promoting improvement in the criminal law and 
in methods of criminal procedure has long been recognized. 

An elaborate program covering almost every problem of 
criminal science was prepared for the Chicago conference mainly 
from the list of topics suggested by the delegates, and altogether 
it constituted a remarkable program of constructive effort look- 
ing toward judicial and penal reform. For the systematization 
and dispatch of the work of the congress the delegates were 
divided into three sections, to the first of which were referred all 
topics relating to the treatment (penal and remedial) of crim- 
inals; to the second, those relating to the organization, appoint- 
ment and training of officials concerned with the administration 
of punitive justice, and to the third, those having to do with 
criminal law and procedure. To the conference as thus organ- 
ized one hundred and thirty-five topics were submitted for con- 
sideration. They included such questions as the indeterminate 
sentence, rehabilitation, procedure of juvenile courts, treatment 
of accused persons under detention, indemnification for wrongful 
detention, the employment of prisoners, bureaus of identification, 
probation and parole, the insanity plea, public defenders, the 
selection and treatment of jurors, means of increasing the effect- 
iveness of the jury system, the unnecessary multiplication of 
criminal laws, the examination of accused persons, the simplifica- 
tion of pleading, the need of efficient agencies for collecting and 
publishing criminal and judicial statistics, restrictions on the right 
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of appeal, reversals for technical errors, enlargement of the power 
of the judge, the constitution and procedure of municipal courts, 
laboratories for the scientific study of criminals, the individualiza- 
tion of punishment, the use of medical expert testimony, and 
many others. Realizing the impossibility of dealing adequately 
with such a variety of questions the conference wisely decided 
to restrict its deliberations to the consideration of a small number 
of topics which are to be made the subjects of investigation by 
committees and upon which reports are to be presented at the 
next conference. Among those topics were: (1) an effective sys- 
tem for recording the physical and moral, hereditary and environ- 
mental conditions of offenders; (2) the most effective methods of 
probation and parole for adult offenders; (3) the indeterminate 
sentence; (4) the organization and training of pardon and parole 
boards and the correlation of such boards with one another and 
with the courts; (5) the practicability of establishing commissions 
of specialists for giving expert testimony; (6) the possibility of 
unifying state and local courts so as to diminish the cost of tran- 
scripts, bills of exception, writs of error, etc., in accordance with 
the suggestion of the committee of fifteen of the American Bar 
Association; (7) the simplification of pleading in criminal cases 
and the elimination of technical errors. A committee was also 
appointed to investigate and report on the methods of criminal 
procedure in Europe and particularly in Great Britain, where the 
administration of justice is frequently asserted to be a model of 
efficiency and dispatch. Dean John D. Lawson of the University 
of Missouri School of Law, and editor of the American Law 
Review, and Professor Edwin R. Keedy of Northwestern Uni- 
versity Law School, as members of this committee, are now in 
England studying British criminal procedure, this mission having 
been undertaken with the approval and good wishes of President 
Taft, who is a great admirer of the English system and deeply 
interested in the outcome of the proposed inquiry. These gentle- 
men, it is understood will be joined by other members of the com- 
mittee at an early date and the result of their investigations will be 
awaited with interest by all those who desire impartial and first- 
hand information regarding the methods by which the administra- 
tion of criminal justice in England has been brought to such a 
high degree of efficiency. 

An encouraging feature of the Chicago conference was the 
practical unanimity among the lawyers and laymen alike that 
certain of our rules of criminal procedure and penal methods are 
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antiquated, inadequate and unworthy of the high standard of 
civilization that we have attained in other respects and should be 
modified in the interest of justice and social security. 

The conference adopted resolutions calling attention to the 
popular dissatisfaction with the results of our present methods 
of administering criminal justice; declared that reliable and accu- 
rate information regarding the active administration of the crim- 
inal law was necessary to efficient legislation and administration ; 
appealed to Congress to provide through the agency of the Census 
Bureau for the collection of full and accurate criminal and judicial 
statistics covering the entire country ; and urged the enactment of 
legislation by the states, requiring prosecuting attorneys and 
magistrates to report to some state officer full information regard- 
ing crime committed within their jurisdictions and the punishment 
of offenders. Recognizing the desirability of making readily 
accessible in English the more important treatises on criminology 
published in foreign languages, steps were taken looking toward 
the translation and publication of such treatises, to the end that 
the principles of criminal science may be more generally studied 
and the criminal law improved. Finally, impressed with the 
advantages of uniting the efforts of lawyers, criminologists, 
sociologists and all others in the cause of a better criminal law, 
the conference resolved to effect a permanent national organ- 
ization, to be known as the American Institute of Criminal 
Law and Criminology, whose purposes shall be to advance the 
scientific study of crime, criminal law and procedure, to for- 
mulate and promote measures for solving the problems con- 
nected therewith, and to co-ordinate the efforts of individuals and 
of organizations interested in the administration of certain and 
speedy justice. Mr. John H. Wigmore of Chicago was elected 
president of the new organization and it was decided to hold the 
next meeting at Washington in October, 1910, in connection with 
the International Prison Association. The proceedings of the Chi- 
cago conference will be published for distribution among the 
members. J. W. G. 

Plan of the Journal,.- — During the sessions of the Na- 
tional Conference on Criminal Law and Criminology at Chicago 
the fact was brought out that there is no journal or bulletin 
published in the English language devoted wholly or in part to 
the cause of criminal law and criminology or to the problems 
connected therewith, although there are thirty or forty periodicals 



